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Tulizan mi memyal vebuok telash Rritly afey model dan
metode penefitian yowg ditowarkan  oleh Monica  Wilson
frecrang ahli antropologl leggris, murid B Majinowski)
dalam bukunya Amalysis of Secial Change, yang jwga telah
diterapkanmya dalam penelitian df kalangan arang Nyabyusa,
dt Afrika. Ada beberapa ketidak konsistenan yang ditenndan
oleh peneloah dplom. model maswraket vang dikemukakan
oleh M. Wilvon, teritemg dolom  pendefinisian  heberapa
konsep analitis yong penting. Abibatnya, memirut penelaakh,
mihel tersebul lontas kurang mampn menjelaskan beberapa
Sfemomeng  perubahan soxial yemp ado oF kalangan  orang
Myakywsa, CUntuk  mengotosi  kelemahan  ini penelogh
menguraikon  pendefimisian kemball bonsep-Ronsep analitls
lerzehut, serfa penerapan yang  lebih  komvisten  dalam
perieliTia,

by socml scientists, and that s also what we find in Indoncsia.

Numerous studies have been conducted on this subject by
Indomesian social scientists. Some studies attempted to describe and
explain changes in cerimin  societies, some others tned to reach
gencralizations on the processes of change, while same other else were
aimed at developing theoretical frameworks 1o study social change.

S 5 we know, socil change 15 one of the phenomena most studied
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A classic study of the first kind is Sumarjan's Social Change in
Yogpakarta. Unfortunately, only fow senious studies on social change
had been carmed out by other social scientists since then. Results of
vanous research mostly appear in the forms of research reports and
articles i the journals. This might be mterpreted as a consequeénce of
lack of seriousness among the Indonesian social scientists in studving
gocial change, despite their strong opinion on s significance 1o
understand Indonesian soceeties today and m the Tuture. The histonans,
who almost always deal with chanpes in societies, are exceptions in this
case. However, this does not mean that they always have clear ideas on
what social change is all about, how it happen, and how we can or
should study it today.

Such a lack of seripusness - in my view - is due to the faot that
few serious literature on social change are published i Indonesian.
Many Indonesian soctal soientists seem to have been satisfied when they
could descnbe changes within a particular society, even when they do
not specify and discuss seriously what they meant by "social change”.
This has resulted in the absence of theoestical and conceptual
discossions on social change.

If such iz the situation m thooretical discossion on social change,
the discussion on its methodological aspect 18 much worse. As far as |1
know the discussion on method of studving changes within Indonesian
societies was rased implicitly by Koeatjaraningrat (1984) in his study
of two villages m the southern part of Jakarta. Unfortunately the issoe
i5 not taken by other social scientists. It is not surpnsing then that no
serious advances had been made by Indonesian social scientists i ther
explanations and understandings of changes in Indonesian societies.

This article 15 & modest attempt to stir up discussions on methods
of studving social change among us, Indonesian social scientists. |
choose Monica Wilson's discussion and views on social change for two
reqsons, First, Monica Wilson's views on metheds of deseribing and
analysing social change is onc of the clearest and the most explict. This
will enable us o apply them - if we want to - in our study of social
change in Indonesia.

Secandly, Monica Wilson is an anthropologist who-like most
ofher anthropologists-ane not quite familiar with historical rescarch
methods and historical records. She tried to analyse and understand the
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process of change throngh fieldwork and companitive studicy of the
present socictics. In this case her method is basically i line with the one
proposed and attempted by Eggan (1954), and by Keoentjaraningrat in
Indonesia Thus. Wilson's scheme to elucidaty and describe social
change is an important step in anthropoiogical sudy of such
phenomenon. Therefore, a critical discussion of the models she uscd
will help us honing our conceptual tools to improve our methods of
description and nnalvais

I hope our discussion will at Jeast make us aware of many our
unguestioned pssumptions, wware of our uncritical acceplation of many
unwarranted assumptions on social change, and the unclarity of our
conceptual apparams in studying the phenomenon of change. The
pwarcness  hopefully wall lead us o more serous and crifical
discussions of our own assumptions and premises, - which are what we
really need today - if betier methodologies and more advance theoretical
frameworks are to be developed.

In this article the discussion on methods and model for analyzing
social change proposed by Monics Wilson in colleboration with her
husband, Godfrey Wilson, is divided into five pans. The first is ahoom
the theorctical frame-work used by Wilson in her anabv=is of culiure
contact and social change among the Bantu in Pondoland, Afnca The
speond part contains & discussion of Wilson's anabvsis of the changes
among the Nyakvusa, the ethnic group she bad studied mtensively for
several vears, The third part discusses what Wilson has achieved in her
book For Men and Elders, and to what extent she had applied the
model she proposed. In the fourth part the concepts she used in her
theoretical framework are critically discussed, to see i there are some
in-consistencics. The paints discussed are then summarized i the last

part.
1. The Model and the Method

The contacts between the Enropean and the indigenous people of
Africe had brought the latter to a quidk process of change. Thi=
phenomenon sroused the interest of o fomale Brftish anthropologst,
Monica Wilson, whose maiden naume was Momca Hunter. Her mterest
m social change started with her fichdwork - when she was not yet
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married- in Auckland, o village with 583 mhabitants, in the castern part
of Cape Province, Africu Her focus here was on the problem of social
changes among the Bamtu - such as the nature, the degroe, the
mechamsm and the direction of change-, as a result of their contacts
with the European

Her ficldwork had also s practical end, i2. to understand the
cfficcts of the introduction of new economic activities, new
sdnunistration, education and Christianity on Bantu commumties. *1 am
goncemed 1o discover the reactions of Pondo culture o Eurcpean
culture”, she wrote (Hunter, 1938 18), and to do this she firstly had 1o
distinguish the cultural clements adopted from the Buropean culture,
from the cultural clements of the Pondo before the European came to
the reglon

However, some problems appearsd. As a student of Malinowsks,
Momica Wilson had & functional theoretical framework in her mind
This put her into troubles as she evenmially wanted to apply it in the
field She said = "Al-though a functional study of the community was
possible, it was extraordmarnily difficult, for the culture i not o
homogenous one, but & mixture of partially fused elements which can
only be understood m terms of the parents calture” (Hunter, 1938: 10)
This means that she had to know the history of the culture she would
siudv.

Another problem demanding her knowledge of the past was her
difficulty in understanding the behavior of the Christian Africans. They
slaughtered goats or sheep when 3 child was baphized. If someons
miarried or died, the ceremony would be sccompanied by saenificing o
beast. This ritual was combined with the nbusl required by the Church
The custom of sacrificing animals was mot pard of the Christian
traditions brought by the European. Obviously. the African had always
comducted this ritual, but since Hunter had never had the opportunity to
see all nnsals i the past, sho could not understand them in thewr entiregy
(Hunter, 1938: 10). The difficulty made Momea Hunter realize that the
behavier of the present gencration was not completely cut off from thewr
forefather's patterns of behavior. She concluded then that "any culture
can only be understood in its historical context” (Hunter, 1938: L)
The more the changes that have taken place, the greater is the
significance of the hstorical knowledge in studying it She knew too
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that although she could study a society directly, she would still be
unmable to comprebend the process of change without making a
comparison, Three things were thus reguired i her research. that s {a)
a comparative study of areas ar people with difforent mtensity or degree
of influence; (b) the use of historcal data, and (c) the consideration of
new culiural elements

To meet these requirements she chose m her study four Banty
communitics which also had contacts with one anether, with diffcrent
degrees of Buropean influence. However, they were not viewed as
communitics within an evolutionary scheme, in which one was
considored more advanced or better than other commumities (Hunter,
1938: 13}, Nevertheless, one thing 15 clear here, 1e these communities
had similar cultural backgrounds This means that the ancestors of these
Bantu communities bad ved under more or less smular conditions. and
influence., By comparing the cultures of the commumitics A, B, U wid
D, the results of vanous intensity of contacts wonld become visible, and
this strategy seemed o have overcome tho problem of acquinmg
historical data, which she encountered when she onbv did her ficldwork
i Avckland, an srea of the most infenzive Buropean influence. and she
could not obtam accurate historscal in-formation, nor wag there much of
it. Thus, by comparing four communities of a similar socio cultural
background, the chance of gaining more data and historical nsight as
wll as desper insizht of the process of change, was greater, for by then
she could mterview more informants to reconstroct the socio culturnl
gituations in the past. She could also check her data with more people.
In short, her effort to met more nformation aboot the past became
easier. In addition to her ficldwork, Wilsan also tned to obtain histoncal
data from old written sources.

In sidvang the phenomeon of change, the prablem of contact
mechanism, L& how the confacts actuallv happened, canmol b
neglected Here attention should be paid upon the condibon of the
msgifuiions when the socicties or cultures concerned nre in contnet. In
this stage a process of imermingling of clements takes place, n which
one culture is taking some elements from the other az il retaing some of
its own elements. Hunter called thizs processes "selective conservanism”
and "selective borrowang”, and for her these phenomena raised some
questions of why some forcign elements were adopted, while some
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original clements were abandoned  She belioved that the Euvropean
clements adopted by the indigenous culture were the ones “fitted in
something already existed in Pondo culture™ and "do not raise any direct
oppaosition to it" (Hunter, 1938; 23)

The problem of coltural elements selection  consequentiy
compelled the re-searcher to pay attention o the psychological aspects
of the persons adopting thase elements. Here a more detailed analysis ks
needed to determine the processes of cultural elements replatement
Individual taste and personality factors would appear to play important
roled (Hunter, 1934 23}, Only by a careful and more thorough study
could the reactions of cach community showing a similar background be
explaimed,

Anather problem in the study of culinre change concerns the
miethod to describe the process itself, e how o construct & picture of
culture under-going changes, Funter found that the method of
reconstructing the past from the accounts of the old men, describing as
they said, and then presenting the current situation as the researcher
gaw it, had soane weaknesses. To overcome these problems Hinter tried
to combine two methods of descniption. First, wath regard (o the ficlds
that had undergone many chonges, like admimstration for mstance, she
would describe the past conditions based upon information acquired
from old informants, and then provide a description of the field at pre-
sont. Secand, if the description was on cultural fields such as relgion
and magical beliefs, in which old and new clements worked together.
she would illustrate the cults in the present sifuation with the
endorsement that here new elements had been added and some onpinal
anes had eroded away (Hunter, 1938 [9), Those were the kdeas of
Monica Hunter, who later changed her name as she mamed Geodfrey
Wilson, when she studied culture contact in Afnca for the first time,

Monica Wilson picked up those weas agam a few years later
with some modifications as she did ficldwork among the Nyakyusa and
the Wgonde. Here bor interest was directed more towards the problems
of social change, 1.c. changes m the working and the nterrelations of
social institutpons, mather than to-wards coltural chanpe. In contrast 1o
Ier wew of -colture, which was pever clearly formulated, Monica
Wilson's view and model of socety and how it changes was miuch more

explicit.
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In studying social change, Wilson started from four pssumptions
which clesrly show her lovalty to the functionalist tradition. The frst
aseumption statés thal régularities are present in social ficlds The
second says, that these rogulantes con be discovered and explained
through comparative studies. Thirdly, the conditions of sacial lifs can
be compared. to-some extent, with the binlngical conditions of life, for
certain similanty eodsts betwesn social and biclogeal life, e hoth
require o fulfilment of basic needs to continue their lives. The preseace
of some institutions within the socwcty, such as family, laws and
customs.  belief svstems e, clearly demonstrate that there ar
necessary conditions [or social life, which are calied 'social necessiticy’.
The last assumption states that there is a nelative autonomyy as well as
mierdependency among vanous aspects of society (Wilson, F971: 2-5)
These four assumptions lead Wilson to the attempt of discovenng the
functional relationships between different social institutions

The model 10 be adopted here i a satic model of socicty
However, Wilson realized, that this model does not conform to reality,
since o society 5 always in motion. [t nover stops transfornusg itself A
sogiety for hor always shifis and alicrs in space and time (Wilson,
FOTT). This wndicates that Monico Wilson hais sctunlly alwesys been
wwire of history, The two dimensional view beie, Le. the functionl and
the historical, iz the tosl by which Wilson analyzes socml change, Here
she depuris from the view of her teacher, Bromsiaw Malinowski, whowe
antl-histary opinons are so sirong. For Wilson, & more satrsficlony
model of soocty 5 "a moded that moves" (Wilson, I87TIT

| Mevertheless, this does nol mann that the static mode! of the socioly
should be abandoned, Tt w8 still peeded, relevant and productive in some
wavs, For, without it we would not be able 1o understand how the
progesses of chienge ocour and which aspects of society umndorgo
changes The products of the stabe model form the bams of our
compamtive snidies.

The four assumptions above hove nod yel provided us a complerz
picture what o socicty 15 according to Wilson. To know this we shoukd
o 1o another Wilson's book, Fhe Anclysis of Social Change, which she
wrote with ber husband, She stales in this bock that a society 15 "o
nexus of relationy, in which calepories and groups of peaple involve one
another”, mnd these calegones are asel of people or o number of people
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whose positions in that network are simalar, but they are never united or
act &8 2 group (Wilson and Wilson, 1945: 43). Two concepts are here
fundsmental: relation and categdry. Without defining what a relation is,
Wilsan further says that a relation has negative or structure form as
well as positive or cultural content. The positive con-tent 1= "nothing
less than the world™ which in this sense hay two aspects material
existence and ultimate or relgous reality. Collechvely, thiz "finding
and dealing with the world” = called cadiire, severully (separately?) it
5 called socia! acitvity (Wilson and Wilson, 1945: 46). Positively
viewed o rolation mkes the form of sacial sctivity that has three aspects

practical, intelleetual and emotional. "Broad uniformities”™ and "detaled
diversities” aro the necossitics of an activity, The negative form of
relation is called social structure, which s "the systematic form of
limitation" serve to check eccentricities and preserve the complementary
diversities, "It was inherent, negative condition of human relations". In
ather words, somal structure is, for Monica Wilson, “the application of
social pressure” (Wilson and Wilson, 1945 49), wiuch has different
forms in each nepect. The negative form of relation in i3 practical
sspeet 15 “legal pressure” which serves to maintain the fifis or contimuity
of legal structure or erganization of relations; in its intellectoal aspeet il
takes the form of Jogical pressure, while in its emotional aspect it
hecomes "conventional pressure”. To put it in another way, the negative
form of relation is none other than rles, norms, convintions, followed
by members of 2 society (Wilson and Wilsen, 1945 47-44). Wilson's
model of social relations as it is put in a scheme appears in the
following pages. In this scheme each relation is shown to contam 5%
element and three forms, in which the dominance of each element vanes

Some relations are pre-dominantly moral, some are mone scientific,
while some. others are more philosophical (Wilson and Wilson, 1943

823,

As for as social change is concemed, the fundamental change 15
the change in scale. By scale Wilson means “the number of people in
relations and the intensity of relations" (Wilsenr and Wilson, 1945; 25).
It is this very scale that distmguishes the traditional Afniean sooicties
from the modeen ones. The scale of a modem African society is
relatively greater than that of the traditional one. We can measure this
scale and make a comparison, bot the scale in iself does not mean
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much to us. It is only a device to detect social change. Based upon such
analtvtical Framework Wilson tried 1o explam the phenomena of changes
i Africa, particnlarly among the Nyakyuss and the Ngonde Sincs
relatian is a fandamentsl coneept. it i not surprising af all that she has
"The Clange of Relstions between Generation and berween Men and
Wometr® a5 2 subtitle of her book For Men omd Elderr, a book on
social changé amony the Nyakyusa and the Ngonde

Schome 1

practecal Inteilectusl emotictal

aspect aspect aspect
Marerial Econarmic Scientific Technscal
nspect element element element
Structural Legal form Logcal form Conventional

form form

Religious Moral cloment | Philosophacal Artistic element
aspect edemin|

Source; Wilson and Wilson, 1945, 81
I1. Social Changes Among the Nyakyuss and the Ngonde
#. The Theoretical Framework.

Talking about changes in socicty and the method to study them
Wilson started with a thesis that 3 change b= reflected in diversity,
Social changes begn with an individual’s behavior deviating from the
common behavioral patterns, which is then followed by others: As the
deviation becomes more popular, more people imitate it New norms are
then orcated and accepted by a group of people within the socety.
Whon this stage is reached, a social change occurs. A process of change
15 thus a sot of experiments of new behaviora! forme by an innoyvator
which 1x then joined by the others (Wilson, 1977 21).

Many kinds of change take place within 5 society m a penod of
time, such as changes of statuses, of pecsonnels, cie. But it is not with
these kinds of change that Wilson was concemed. She dealt instead with
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changes in the structure of a society, 1e changes in the categones of
persans and the rolations between them (Wilson, 1977 23)
Wilson's starting pomts or premises may thus be summanzed as

follows:

n The seed of change is contained m the diversity.

b. A changc-especially social chanpe-starfs with deviance of an
individual's bebavior,

¢ Sockl change takes place when the deviance is followed by more
people and becomes on established pattemn of behavior.

d Social change i a change in the structure of a society, m the
categories of persons and their relations to cach other

These pramises have of course further consoquences in the way
we view and analvze the process of chamege. First, they presemt us wath a
problem of how to know that a diversity is the diversity that will lead to
msocial change, for as we know, there is no homogencous sociely. This
problem is answered as follows:

"It is true that no society i wholly homogensous bul the degree
to which dversity is admitted in generalizition vares, Every
scicntific study mukes genérnlnatons, and must do so if i0is 1o
illomimate facts. This implics thil seme dversities are dgnered
nmad others e admitted* (Wilson, 1977 25},

Thus, in addition to finding some generalizations or negularities within
the society, a researcher must also be able to determine the diversities
that are relevant to the problems he is studving, Wilson further added
that a diversity was relevant as long os it created a vanaton in a
framework of "common language and custom®, and more importantly, if
this diversity could then chanpe the existing social relations (Wilson,
1977: 25). She gave the Pollowing example for what she said If a
Nyakyosa woman preferred the blue color for her diess instead of
vellow, this did pol indicate any change in social refation, but if she
chose imported cloth instead of the traditional bark cloth she made by
hersalf or by other Nyakvusa woman, then it may indicate & change,
Thizs example, 1 think, is not entirely clear nor accurate, because if blue
15 chosen not only for its color as such, but for its deeper sigmificance
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which would later influence social relations, then there s no difference
hetween thie choice of colar and the chaice of matenal But sside from
this unclear exomple, we may assuwine that what Wilson meant by
relovunt diversity was the diversity which was closely related 1o or
which would later have impscts on social rlations,

Another implication of the premises above s that m his or her
feldwork the messarcher has 1o pay atention 1o the behavior of
individunls. This is what every anthropologist doés actually. for social
suience dermves its data from the people's behavior. However, in this
crae the researcher has always to be ready 1o take into account deviant
individuals, although he is not an (movator. Any deviance should be
considered significant, since there would always be a chance that a
devinnt would become an imnovator. Otherwise the researcher would
boose some important data pertaining 1o social change.

Stll anather implicatian i that the ressarcher should direet his or
her attention to the structure of the seciety, to the categones of persons
and the pamemns of relations: between these categones. Unfortunately,
Wilson did not provide us with any definition of what the structure of
socicly is. We are not sure here whether Wilson's concept of structure is
simlar to Radeliffe-Brown's notion of social structure.

In addition to some implications above, some problems anse as
we apply Wilson's approach to soceal change. One of them concems
with her concept of category. Since social catepores exist not only in o
researcher's mind, but also in the mind of the people studied, this rases
a guestion concerning the pont of view a researcher should toke in
detormming the relevant calepones m fig or her analysis Wilson's
discussions indicate that she took the re-searcher's point of view for she
determined which social catepories were relevant during and after
changes tock place among the Nyakyusa (Wilson, 1977 143)
However, shi was not very explicit about this. This problem did not
seem o appear in her mind.

Mlomen Wileon further saed that to bé able to discern tho process
of change she compared societes that had similarities o thelr "language
mid custom”. The similarity i language |8 casy to discemn, but this is
nof the case with respeot 1o custom, for custom as & whole is 8 very
complex phenomenon that may include both ideational and behavioml
parterns. Unfortunately, Witson did not explain what custom wag for
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her. Yet, despite the absence of definition on custom, Wilson beteeved
that the Nyvakvusa and the Ngonde were the proper societies 1o be
stuidied and compared, fior they had similar customs,

b, The Myakyusa in Brief

The process of chanpe among the Nyakyusa described by Wilson
was a process that went oo for almost one hundred years, 1e. from 1874
- the time when the Nvakvusa was first mentioned, described and
reported by other people especinlly the European - until 1971, when
new mambge law was introduced by the Tahzania governmont
Hawever, the sitsations that Monica Wilson compared were not of
1875 but the Ife of the H}'ﬂk}-ﬂﬁ. i 19341938 when Wilsan was
domg her feldwork among them. She deliberately chosa the declarstion
of new marriage law m 1971 as another pomt in ber scheme of time, for
she believed that the new brw would bring significant changes in social
relations between Nyvakyusa men ond women, which 18 the subject of
her book (Wilsan, 1977; 27)

Thi changes that took place among the Myakyusa were complex
Muny aspects of social life were interconnected, that it 12 nol easy 1o
anravel and describe them m a simple way, Nevertheless, T will try here
to discuss them succinctly, and the dscossion will be confined 1o the
way that social lives had changed, especially changes in relations
between genermtions and between men and wamen.

The Nyakvusa is one of the ethnie groups living in East Africa
They in-habit the distrct of Rungwe, a plateau m the southem part of
Tanganyika on the northern side of lake Nyakyusa, This fertile plam,
stretching from the lake w the Rungwe volcano, is located 5,004 feot
above the sea kevel, and is densely populated. Compared to other ethme
wroups around them, the Nvakviiza was a prosperous people (G Wilson
1951: 233). Ar the time when Wilson was downg her feldwork the
people lved on riee agrieulivre infroduced by the Arsbs, and coffee
brought by the German missionaries. These orops were tho main
sources of wealth. In addition 1o them, masze, bananns, cassava ond
vepetables were also cultivated, The Nyvakyusa afso grew mfiet from
which beer - an important dnnk i their duly Life-was made. Meat and
curds they consumed could be acquired from their cattle.
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Living nzar the Nyakvusa, to the southwest, scross the Sangwa
river, are the Neonds, who apart from some slight differonoes m some
sspects of their calture, can still be repurded as one cthnic group with
the Myakyusa (Wilson, 1977: 142). Compared to the ama of the
Nyakyusa, the area of the Ngonde was casier (o reach by water

One of the differenees between these two ethnic groups 1s that the
Ngonde had o kingdom with a divine king, the office of which was
believed 10 be ctemal. The riss of this kingdom was due among others.
to the development of ivory trade and exchange of cloth i the area,
which did not penetrate further mnto the north side of the Songwe, where
the Nyvakvusa live The Nvakvosa did not have such kingdom, What
they hind was small chiefdoms, which were always splitted into two with
every generation. Sometimes these chiefdoms merged mto one big
chiefdom, but they never grew info o langdom. Each chicfdom
comprised abont 100-200 people. No slavery was known among these
chiefdoms, while among the Ngonde this institution was prosent.

The similarity between the MNyvakyusa and the Ngonde was the
presence of what Wilson called “age-village", which also set them apart
from most of their neighbouring wthnic groups. Here men of the
relatively same age lived nearly all their lives together, with therr wives
and children. Each village consisted of aboot 30-40 households. The
min had usually lived together since they were children, when they still
hatd 1o berd their fathers' cattle. Generally one group of herd bovs would
form the nucleus of a new ape-village (G Wilson, [95%: 270). As they
reached matare age ther fathers would gave them a piece of lond near
thie village where they could bolld their own hote, and they would hand
over their duty of herding the cattle to thetr yoonger brothers. They
themselves would start to hoe the lands for thewr fathers or culivvated
thern for themsclves. In this phase they no longer slopt with ther
parcits at home, but wath thar gwn peer group - the village they had
provisionally built However, thewr parents would still provide them
with food and they would go to the house of one-of them to =at ther
together. These young bovs were thus members of two villages: the
villipe of their fathérs and of the voung boyvs, Economically they were
sill dependent upon their parents, but socially they became more

120




independent (G Wilson, 1959: 272}, In one village several proups of
herd bovs could be found They were from groups of relatively same
age which would form a now age-village.

A Nyakyusa chisfdom consisted of 8-14 such villages, sach of
which had its own keader who was chosen by semor leaders of other
vilinges. The chosen man should wdeally bé a man who had much
hospitality fowards his neighbours, who could solve their problems
wisely and could lead them in ritual as well as in wars {in the old days)
A leader was afso o representative of the chief However, the chief was
1o somse extent also dependent upon the village leaders, for he would not
eive any order until he had consulted them Before the coming of the
European, an age-village was also a military wnit, becagse war botween
chiefdoms wad endenuc al that time. The wars werd not intended for
congiesl bul for miding the catthe, from which voung men could get
caftle to pay the dowry

When the boys of a bove-village reached cortmin age, the elders
would held a ritual which Wilson calied "coming out” riteal, The ritual
wits alzo 4 lepitimization of a village division, for in thes ritual the arca
of an old chief and his "great commaoners” (leaders of age-villapes) was
divided and handed over to their sons with their own greal commaoners.
Eight sge-villages in u chiefdom was the most common number in
Mvakyusa. Thus each new chicfdom was generallv comprised four age-
villnges

There were three main stages in "coming-out” ritual, e, (&)
public selection of great commoness or the electon of new leaders of
age-villages, {b) pubhc récopmition of the two new chuefs, and (c) the
handmyg over of land (o the bovs o wiich they may later buill therr own
villages, The impostant stage was the third process, e the handing
over of fand to the voung bovs, When the [irst two phases were over,
the young bovs wese shown the land on which they could establish their
own villages. At this moment the lines between two chiefdoms and
between the agesvillages were drawn. Nevertheless the bovs did not
move o the sew land all ar once. They moved there gradually
(G Wilson, 1959 280). The new villages would become the formal
villages of the new generation and the soung men would be
acknowledged by the people as "real Nynkyvusa®™ The land was then
theirs, and they no longer were regarded as members of the young boys
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groups: The problems of everyday hife were handled by their own grear
commaners aisd their vwn chief (G Wilsoa, |959. 281

With the aplit of the old chiefdom, the Nyakvusa helieved that the
ald chiels anthority would deerense. while the power and authority of
the new chiefs would be greater. Ol villages would be extinct as their
inhabitants grew older and died out (G, Wilsan, 1938 382) In other
words, the "coming oul" rival s also & ritual of "authority and land
redistribetion” (G Wilson, 1959 8%). which at that tme could still be
easily carried out in Nyakyosa, for the land was still abundanr

The indinduals wndergomg the rineal wgether had usually soony
tics of soldanty with each other. Together they formed & unit vis-a-vis
the generation of their parents and their sons However, euch Nyakyus:
gencration was also divided in two sections or chicfdoms, and cach
section had alse a sense of unity with respect to- their place of residence
(M Wilson, 1934: Y&). Amonyg the Nyakvusa 2 generation was always
related 1o a chicf. The name they bore was the name of their chiof, who
wits the centrnl figure donng the commg-out ntual. If an heir to a
chiefdeam dicd, he was replaced by his brother.

Anather important phenomeson among the Nyakyusa, which
could also be found among some other African societies, was the rele of
the cattie played in people's daily lived. So imporant were the citthe that
almost all aspects of their social activitics involved cattle. A young man
who had catthe -clther from his father or from muding- could begm 1o
seek for a girl be wanted 1o metrry. Had be found the gird, he gave cows
to her father as o plodge. The number of the cattle given for o girl vaned
and depended wpon the social status ne well aethe wealth of te familles
copeemed. The comimon number was botwoeen & 10 10 cows, althongh
sometiines reached a todal of 30 cows, Before the Eurpean came the
number of the cattle exchanged was lower and marmage with just one
cow was not unusual (G Wilson, 1%59: 258). Swince the cattle demandid
wore nol given all at ance 1o the girl's father, & mamage thos ook place
m phases. It sometimes took some vears o complete the payment. When
a young man wanted 1o marry while be etill had no caitle. he could work
on the girt's father's fand, but he thereby lost s claim to s childron 17
his wifie bore a child, it would belong the gul's lineage (M, Wilson,
1577 &)
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Before Living with ker husband and set up her own bousshold, &
girl visited and glept with her would-be busband from time o time. The
betrothal of a man with a girl could also be contracted when the girl
was still a child. - A gl was very important both for her father and ber
brother as a source of cattle income. Therefore, they were also obliged
to-protect the girl, IFthe husband did not treat his wile kindly, ber father
could take her back and re-tum the cattle he had received from ber
husband (G Wilson, 1958 237),

With the exchange of canle, a man kad a-strong control over his
wifiz{s)’ children. They belonized to him and hus sons had the right to
inherit things from him, while the cattle given for s daughters became
his property (G Wilson, 1959 257) These cows were also circulated
within the lneage, and this served to mamtain the relations betwoee
members of the line age. The cattle exchange between and within line
aped formed a network of obligation. This reciprocal relations could be
enforced through the conventional or moral pressure as well as through
the courts (M. Wilson, 1977: 31),

Since the coming of the European, war and cattle raiding were
stopped. The result was the increasing dependence of young men upon
their fathers to obtain cattle, because the only alternative open to them
was (o hoe their father's fields, The father customarly did not give
many cows al once to s son. He gave them to him one by ane. and this
took a long time. It is not surprising then that during this period the
average set age of marringe was ligh among the Nyakyisa men.

The Nyakyusa also practiced polymyny. Godfrey Wilson wrote
that polygyny among them was supporied by two things. First, there
was a tboo for a hosband to have a sexual intercourse with his wife
who just bore a child, This taboo was prolonged until the baby was
weaned. Secondly, there was no paid employment, that the only way 1o
gel more labor was by marmving more women (G Wilson, 1959: 262)

The wive of a polvgynyst got a piece of land which was
cultivated by her hushand and his sons. while they themselves had 1o
plant, care for the plants and do the harvest. The produce was mamly
for cach wifie and her children, and some of it went to the husband
From the abundant supply of his land, & man could enrertain his friends
and neighbours, by which his anthonty and prestige increased among
his companics (G.Wilson, 1959: 260). In this case a man was actually
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dependént upan the hardwork of lis wives, yet his position was strongar
than theirs. He could force them to work hard, for be had given cartle 1o
have them (M Wilson, 1977 135), The authority of 4 hushand over his
wifie had also a mythical sanction, They believed that a wife could be
barren or that her children would be sickly, If she did ot obey her
husband.

However, husbands are not always good to ther wives, and
divoree was not seldom among the Nyakyusa. A divoree was considensd
legal if th camle given for a wife had been remmed by bher famiky. 1t
sometimes happened that 3 woman who ran away from her husband
was given back by her father as he did not want to give the catthe he hod
received. When 2 divores took place. the children would be belonged to
her father (M Wilson, 1977: 41).

If & wife died, ber position would be taken over by her sister or
her brother's daughter, whereas in the case of a hushand s herr, 1.e. his
younger full brother or his son by another wife, would become his
substitute. If a wife died without being replaced, her husband might
claim the cattle he had given for her lineage, while if a widow refused fo
be inherited by the heir of her busband the heir could claim the cartle
Through such a system of inheritance, the continuity of lineage relation,
wiich was the ideal for the Nyakyusa, conld be mamtained (M Wilson,
1977: 35).

Among the Nyakyusa a married woman had 1o observe the
stromizest taboo, 1.6 she was nol allowed to meel fice to fice or 1o oo
her husband's father (her father-in-law). If she met him, she had o
avoid hifi. It was said that the women did this out of respect towards
their father-in-law and their fear of sexual mssociation between her
husband and his father. Consequently, = polygymst who had many
daughter-in-laws was svoided by many women, and this added to his
dignity in his society (M. Wilson, 1577. 103). The taboo pocorded well
with the presence of age-village, becausy in this way the wives can live
separately (and peacefilly?) from her father-in-law.

Such was the lives of the Nyakyusa as seen by Monica Wilkon
and her husband in the vears of 1934-1938. This picturc, of course,
appears static. Though it seemed that the Nyakyuss were and would
always be like that Minor social changes had inevitably occurned
among them These would then accumulate and lead to a great change.
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o ber later works (1917. 1976: 1977) Wilson described m desail the
social aspects that had changed considerably, by presenting concrete
cases. Here, she also was aware of the time dimension of her
desenptions, that she even noted the years of cvenis leading to

simificant chanpes among the Nylaasa,
¢. Changes Among the Nyakyusa

One of the Belds im which change had taken place was the
administrative or political ficld, Here the traditional temporary status of
a chief became o fived status and the chief~who was then appomted by
the codonial povernment-received salary from the government as well
There wad thus no “coming out" rifual any more, for i was no longer
needed. Simce the mechanism of replacement was abolished and the
chicf became part of the polibcal network imposed from the outside,
there was no process of redistribution of authonty from generation to
generation which had always boen regulating the Nyakyusa's political
life. The result was that the vounger geoeration lost their authority and
power and they could not become members of decision makers

The coming of the European meant also the stopping of wars
between chiefdoms which resulied in the disappearance of an altemative
for the young men to obtain cattle, Fortunately, this loss was substituted
by the emergence of new altermatives. The missionaries amved in
Nyakyusa brought education with them, which gave bencfit o the
voung peneration. The young Nvakyusa became maore educated and
they had greater chences of getting jobs which reguired particular
education and skall

Al the same Gime, the poldfelds i Lupa were opened and the
Myakyvusa could work there fior a few months as migrant labourers. This
had led to some changes nover imagined by the Nyakvusa, For example,
the marmed men who went to work i Lupa would not dare o leave
thoir wives unsupervised, Huts were then buoilt for them nesr the
husbands' fathers houses with the intention dhat their mother-in-laws
could keep an eve on them, Thj} according to Wilson, was a radical
change for the Nyakyusa, since it made the wives living near their
father-in-laws and made the chances of scong each other greater
(M. Wilson, 1977 104-105).
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Furthermore, with money in his hand a voung Nyakyusa that just
returned from working in the goldfields could buy catthe and could
marry & girl whenever he wanted. He was not dependent upon his father
anymore, The result was that the morriage age amome the voung men
decreased, Masy voung men marmed a8 soon 83 they could buy cattle
They could also buy beer mmd even sk their father to jomn them drnking
with their friends. Such a thing would tever happen m the past, Beer
was ecchusmvely for elders. A Nvakyassa was not permutted to drink wntl
he had endergone the "commg oul” rifual When the elders dwl drnk,
they would sit apart Their children, wives or sons might pot jomn thom
talking and drinking beer.

The itroduction of coffee and nce enabled the Nyaksusn to cam
higher wmcome and urged them o open new lond for cultvation.
Combined with the in-crease of population these activitics made the
avatlable land scarcer. People could no longer casily find large tracts of
uncultivated land. This made tho establishment of oew age-villages
more difficult. Age-village system was able to survive only when the
land was abundant, The system was becoming more irrelevant and was
in the process of extinetion as the strongest mboo between 1 man and
his daughter-in-faw weakened.

Another sipnificant change among the Nyakyusa was the
mtroduetion of Christinity which prohibited polygviy. Although the
prohibition was in strong contradiction with the Nyakyuss customs,
many Nyakvusa were baptized ond the number mereased New
problems arose. The Christians were reganded as mean by the pagans,
because their cattle were po longer exchanged for more women from
other lineages. They kept the catle for their own interssts. The
prohibition on palygymy scemed also to favour the individual who had
many caitle, but this posed a problem for his wifc because she had to
work alone without the help of other wives - 0 was the case i the
family of the polygyaists-, to fulfill the demand of a large supply, As &
5 known, large supply played prominent role in the life of Nyakyusa
men, for without this they could not entertain their friends, which also
meant that they could no lenger pursue the ideal of their peaple

Smee the coming of the European, the Myakyusa women had
bettor social position. The éstablishment of lockl court n the region {o
handle social problems strengthened the women's pogition yet more. In
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marringe they may refise the man proposed by their fathers and they
woild be backed by the courl. Siace the establishment of the church
women were also able to take part m many important. socaal events.
They were allowed (o0 becomie “clders™ who make decrsions comoémng
church pctivitice, beocomuse m the church there was po o difforence
anymaore in position between man and womin.

The women who refused o be inherted affer their hosbands died
were alsy supported by the missionanes, They were encouraged 1o be
independent, to work e land by themssives. Homng land by women
could thes already be observed among the Mgonde in 1914, although
this phenomenon did not reach Myakvesa until 1937, This fumnale
arriculiural activity was also the result of the pressure from some men
who wanted ther wivies to have clothes but did not give them the money
1o buy. The desire 1o buy clothes had stimulated the women ta work an
the 1znd,

Those were some examples of changes among the Nyakyusa
detected by Wilson afier comparing the situation i 1934-1938 with the
situation in 19704 Instead of following straight ling, the changes
appeared inconsistent, Such a change Wilson called mig-zag change

I11, DMscussion

Mow wo get back 10 our problems. which can be formulated as
fillonws:

I How did Wilson apply ber previous method to study social change m
MNyvakvusa” Did she use her method of studving culiure contact in her
study of sociai change?

2. Ins she employ her model in The Amalypsis of Social Change o
elucsdate the process of change smong the Nyakyasa®

3 Is her model n accordsnce wath the method she used and her
prenuises about socul change! Can her model expinin the changes
ghe: found among the Nyakyusa”

The first question is not very diffficull o answer. 'Wilson still

clung to the model that views society as a functional whole, in which a
change in one element 25 assumed to bring changes i other elements
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Before amlyzing socinl changes in Nyakyusa Wilson described the
sitiation among the Nvakyusa in 1934 and 1938 Taking this period as
a starting point, Wilson then traced the development of some aspects of
Nyakyusa's life up 0 1971, when the government of Tanzamo
introduced new mamage law,

With regard to the mithod she used. we have here two kihds of
method: (1) method of determining e ooty to be studied, and ()
method of collecting the data. It s clear that Wilsen still used hes
previous method 0 delermne the society 1o be studied -namely
COMpAriyg wo OF More Commuitics with sinalar culiure, located in
different arcas-. In order to understand the processes of change,
expecially the changes resulted from the confacts between sociehes with
difforent cultures. In this case Wilson chose the Nyokyusa and the
Ngonde 1o be comparsd. These two socictics had p common language
any similarities in social structure, cconomic sysiem, kmship sysicm,
age-village organization and rituals (M. Wilsan, 1951 -2} On the
giher hand, these societies live in different temmitorics. The Nyakyuss
inthabit a closed srea that was difficult to reach, while the Ngonde live
m & relatively open region, and ig casily accessible by the waler. The
difference in locality led o differonces m some of therr cuftural
clements, but these differences could to some extent be neglectod. This
method of companson to comprehend processes of change s also
known in-anthropotogy as eovnrofled comparisom, and fnd bean used
by some American anthropologists singe | 950s {Eggan, [934),

With respect 0 method of collecting data Wilson did not give us
minmy Gew ideas, except for her view on the diversity and deviance as
indicators of social change, which require the rescurcher to direet hus or
her attention to both deviant and common behavior. The cmphasis oo
change itself had compelled Wilson not to devote ber attention to the
problems she dealt with when she studied the people in Fondo The
omplusis was then more on social aspects mther than on cutturl
aspects, The data she collected came from four sources. (1) dircet
ficldwork, which she did with her husband. () the aral tradition; (3} the
writings of the eyewitnesses who had contacts with the Nyakyusa long
before she came to the ana, and (4) the writings of other social
scientists who had done Geldwork in that region (M. Wilsen, 1977 .27-
2#). Compared with the situation in Pondo, the situation 1 Nyakyusa
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gave her more possibilities fo reconstruct the picture of Nyakyusa's
lives before the micnsive contacts with the Enropean began

The scoond question is not cisy to answer, As had been
mentioned before, a-society for Wilson is a network of relations between
groups and cateupries of persons that have positive {cultural) content
and negative (structural) form with different magnitude. Each relation
has practical, intellectual and emotional aspects. How can we use this
model 1o describe und explain soclal change? Since a society is a
netwark of refations, it follows then that social change 15 none other
than changes in relations, cither in their aspects, form, or comtent. This
mising that our analyvsis should, first, deserbe the positive content and
the negative form of relanons within the society bemg studied at one
poinl of time. OF course, we liave to limit ourselves to some relations
only, for it is not possible to examing all kinds of relations within a
socigty. Our deseniption of the aspects of each relation can ecither be
separatod or mixed (mungled). Scparately we would desoribe a
particular aspect of some relations, and then another aspect of the same
relations. If it was not possible to expose éach aspect, we could choose
somi aspects or one aspect only, of these relations. What is important
bere s our focus, |.e which relations and what aspects we examine, We
could also present or descnbe how the situntion was in cach refation,
1.¢ which aspects nre predominant in some relations and which ones m
the athers. Then we showld descobe the situstions of the same relations
at another point of time. To create a more dvomamic picture of the
sooiety being studied we may also reveal the course of events i the
sacicty from Time [ to Time: 11, a5 had been done by Wilson, We could
then demonstrale m cur analysis - which refations hoad underpons change
and whether changes occurred i their positive content or in ther
negative form. Since each relation had a different predominant aspect,
we needed to mention if there were also changes i it. | mean, whether
or not & relation which previously had been predommantly intellectual
for example, had become predommantly practical or emotional as the
case may be. Those are more or less, what we would have been doing if
we employed Wilson's model to study and descnbe social change.

However, of we examine Wilson’s works on social change
carefully, we would see that Wilson had analyvzed social change nof in
the way we had expected her to do that. She did not. T think. entirely
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apply and fallow her model. What she wrote i For Men and Elders for
instance, 4 differont from what we thought she would have done it 1t is
true, that she had defined the relations on which bher analyses was
focused, but her discyssions were concered mare than oaly with those
relntions, far she also discussed other socinl ficlds that had changed. On
the other hand. she did not bather 1 define which aspects of relations
sha was talking about MNeither did she say amyvthing about the positive
content and the negative form of relations tn her moving modie, She did
not discuss the link between ber mode! of society as nexus relation and
the individual behavior, This raises the question of why she no longer
emploved her odd mosded

The answer 15, | think, that there are some discrepancies between
her model of socicty and the reality she encountered m the ficld
Wilson's model seemed unahle to capture the social phonomena she had
observed. s the model wrong or misleading® If zo, where do iis
weaknezsen lie? Before answering these questions 1 want to show first
that there 15 a discrepancy betweon Wilson's old model of social change
and the reality. Although Wilson scomed to have nealized this,
surprisingly enough she did not reexamine or revise her model.

As Wilson had sad, social change started with deviant behavior
of an mdividual, but the change did not take place until the deviation
was followed by other members of society and the devianon became o
behavior pattern of a certmn group within the society. This very
premise, 1 think, is the one which cannot be icluded in Wilson's old
model The old model gives much emphasis on  relation, but how this
concepl &5 to be related to the rality in the ficld or be applied in
feldwork was not discussed. In the field, what we see arg individuals
mioving, conducting behavior and interacting with one another. Relation
as a concopt, which means also an abstraction. was never defined by
Wilson. She nowhere explamed what shoold be abstracted from what
we observe m the Geld, so that we can say that there is a relation
between two mdividuals. The absence of defimtion makes us think of
two different things, both of which were called “relation” by Wilson.
Some examples here will show that Wilson was nol consistent and was
never clear in using her concept of "relation”

o & paper written with Godfray Wilsos, Manica Wilson stated
that in any commumity we would always find a system or an
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orgsmzabion. bocause a society was pot a heap of people without
regulanitics or just o crowd. 1t s a group of people joined or united by a
series of groups and relations. "The fault of the anthropologists”.
Wilson belicved, “is that they only describe the activitics wathout paying
their attention to the human relations in them, which acually detenmine
the forme of thase activities” (Wilson and Hunter, 1942; 6). In another
part she wrote that & social syvstem consested of "all those relstions by
which the members of some group of people arg commonly and
regularly united", therefore stedying o socicty is basically an attempt to
diseover the relatlons existing within the society, In this case not every
refation can be easily observed or discovered. There are relations which
an obscrver can easily sce within a short time, but there are also
retations wiich cannot be discovered until he had been a year or 50 m
the field A relaton that @ rigdly formabized im0 conventional partemn
af behavios 15 much moré noboeable than a more mformal one” (Wilson
and Humter, [942: 7).

From the statements above we get an impression that relofion for
Monica Wilson (Hunter) ig the ‘collective representstion’ of Durkhoim.
for what can unile the aetivities of the people and determing their form
if it 15 not the 'collective representation - Another statement supports
this conclusion. She wrole for instenoe, that "whatever people do
togrether, whatever they eat or talk, whether they eat or pray, 15 shaped
by therr relations with one another, Only if we know thewr relabions san
wio underszamsd their joint activities" (Wiksen and Homrer, 19420 8). IF
ahe meant relanion as ‘collective representation’. then it afso means
enlnire according (o some American anthropologests. But, was it what
ghe meant

Memica Wilson's discussion on relation i e Anaduety of Noctal
Change. in which she said that & refation had & positive content and
negative form, leaves us unsure. “The positive content”, she wrote, 15
nothing. less than the warld”, and tus collectively was called 'coliune,
and severally 'socml activittes”. Here we are confromted with another
notion of relation. The positive content of relation s evidently social
activitics, and what is social activity® Wilson was silént on this paimt.
bt | think it 15 the behavioral pattem of mdividuals m their daily lives.

131



It should be noted here that the word patiern, with sespect to
behaviar, has two meamngs: paffern of and pattern for (Keesing and
Kegsing, 1971) Pat-fern for behavior s 8 set of rules, norms, ideas ar
frame of thinking used by the people 1o interpret or defing the siuiteons,
and (o guide thewr beluivior, whereas patiern of behavier 15 our
description. It 15 our abstraction of interactions between ndividuals and
mdividuals’ behavior, Wilson's concept of relation i confusing. beoanse
somenmes it refers 1o potiern of and somolimes o pariess for and
pattern of ogether, Wilson did not geem 1o realize this and s negative
mplication for our feldwork

We kmow well that wi have 1o keep pfiern of and patiern for
separate 0 oor research and cthoography. We can deseribe all kinds of
behaviar patterns, such as marriage, residente paftem. agricultural
aotivitics, riwals and many other kinds of activitics, without amy
knowledge of the ldeas of the people about thelr marmage, agriculiure,
ritunls and so forth, The avoidance pattern in the relations botween @
man and his daughter<in-low for mstance, 15 very different from thear
concept of the taboo itself. Thess two realms should pi-ways be
separated in gur analysis and explanation or inforpretation, otherwise
our ethnography will be confusing,

Back to the concepl of relation, Wilsan said finther that a
relation bed negative or structwral form, which she later called “socus)
structure’, i.e. "the systenmbe form of limitstion® served to check the
cocentricitics and preserve the complementry diversiises. "It 15 the
mherent nemtive condinon of heman relatons® (Wilson and Wilson,
945 49) Hence, 'social structure' was no more than the application of
social pressure. In its different pspects the negative forms of mnelabons
lake form az laws, miles and conventions (Wilson and Wilson, 1945
31-52). The meaning of relation here conforms 10 cur assumption. i 4
sysiem of rules and norms or 'collective representation’ i Durkieimian
sense, or patiern for,

In the difference between form pnd content w Wilson's viow
similar to our distinction between paffern of and pattern for? 1 da bot
think so. In the ‘pattern model' we find people a3 human beings capahble
of interpreting their enviromment, Changes in the enviroament will
influence thar patters for behivior, which will then gencrste different
patiern of behavior, and the new pat-tern of bebavier will v turn
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influence the environment, which will then also change. In cther words,
we see in this model a dialectical relationship between svatemn of idees
and the environment through the behavior of the people. In Wilson's
model, the concepts of "form' and ‘content’ give us an image that the
content 15 determined by the form, and this, | thimk, is also what Wilson
meant i1 her explanation about ‘relation’ | have crted above. The
difficulty with this view is that we do not find here the human aspect.
thal people have ideas, knowledge, and con define or interpret their
gituations and adopt & certan strategy o sobve their problems. Although
Wilson also discussed =ocuil changes resulied from the contacls
between peoples, we still do not know from her model how people use
therr swsten of adeas to mierpret or understand their  siuations.
Comsequently, we have difbcuilbes o explam why sig-zop change
pocarred. 1t s af this pomt that the ‘patern model’ differs from Wilson's
imisdel

We may assume that the difference between parttern of and
paactern for is similar fo the difference between convent and form of
explamation, but still we have difficutty in conmsecting her madel with
her premise that a social change begins with diversity in pattern of
behavior, for pattern of behavior means social sctivity only, excluding
mocil structure', The bmplication is that we only have to look a3 the
coment of relations, while the form &5 loft unobserved, Therefore,
change in social activity 18 onty a chenge m its content, not in its form
Since o refation iz both form and content ol once, the corollary is that o
change n socil activities 15 not social change, Moreover, poving our
attention only to the content of the relation gives us an unfavorable
implication, ie the inabifity to explam or understund the "zg-zap"
change,

The absence of an explicit definition of relation raises further
question as to whether we still can use Wilson's model of socml change
We know that there are some weaknesses m the model, but we also see
that by vsing her model Momca Wilson was able to descnbe and
analvze sooml changes in some Afrionn soqetics, She said that the most
mpotant chanee i Central Afmca was the change of scale. The
differences in scale distinguish the traditional Central African socmeties
from ihe modem ones. In Wilson's view a seale was the number alf
peaple in relations and the intessity of these relations. The scale of the

133



modern Central African socicties is greater than that of the traditional
ones, This means that many African people nowadays have more
relations with other people from other regions, and these relations are
beooming more and more intensive. An  African becomes  more
dependent upan the others. OF course, there have always been some
interdependencies among members of a society, bt their range amd
intensity vary according to geography and history, Sinee & socsal chang:
is basically a change in scale, we may conclude then that an mcrease in
the relations of @ given sosiety with other socieries will Jead also w
many other kinds of change in that society. and this had been clearly
demonstrated by Wilson.

Compared with the Ngonde, the Nvakyesa bad fewer chances of
establishing relations with people from other regions, because their sre
was more isolated, The result was that changes nmong them ook place
later than those among the Mgonde, For example, the emergence of the
disproportion between marriage-able men and women cansed by the
probitation of polygyny. This phenomenon was already cbservable w
Ngonde in 1937, whilst among the Nyakyusa it did nol appear unal 13
years later (M. Wilson, 1977 159). In 937, the phenomenon of girls
marrying in their twenties was found among the Ngonde, whereas the
Myakyusa were still surprised at heaning such a case They spoke of the
danger of pregnancy before marriage, and prostitotion (M. Wilson,
1977 159}, When the Mgonde women were hosing therr fields in 193K,
there were anly few women did this work among the Nyakyvusa. All the
more so, it was still regarded as man's work (M. Wilson, 1977: 101)
The same thing happened wath the ‘coming out' ritual, which had beet
abandoned i 1913 in Neonde, but in Nyakyusa it was still carmied out
until 1934. We can see here that the morease of relation with other
peoples brings changes to the socicty concemed. This means that we
still can use Wilson's model to elucidate and describe social change
The point ten is how we should define the concept of ‘relation’, so that
we caht use it properly. In this case we should keep the concept from
bécoming too abstract that we conld not eperationalize it in a fickdwork.
What we need then 15 a definition of 'relation’ that will be able to fill the
gip between Wilson's model of society and her premises of social
change:



When an anthropologist 15 domg ficldwork, what be sges n the
ficld are indiadunls' behavior and interactions between  individuals,
some of which are patterned. ie. repeated regularly, either in time or
plage. Two kinds of pat-em are mvalved here: pattern for and patrern
of We cannit sce the first pattern because il exsts in the mind of the
poople, but it can be known by interviewing the people. We can also
know it [0 some éxtent, from ther belovior. The second pattern
{pattern of) - which is our abstraction of the indiiduals' behavior and
interactions weo see-, i3 what Wilson meant by social activity, but it is
different from social relation, because the word redation imphes that
two or more parties are involved. Thos, m 4 social relation. we tind a
contact between two persons, and we know this from their imteractions
for "relationship cannof but be abstracted from successive repetitive
actions" (Madel, 1957: 128), amd tus is what Wilson meant in ler
discussion of method of studying African socichies She saud there that
the relationships we had to scarch always mvolve two social categorics
husband-wife: son-father; man-woman; boys—girls; parent-children, erc
(Wilson and Hunter, 1942 6), Also, if social relation is a pattern of
interaction between two social categorics this is consistent with
Wilson's statement on the changing relations between husband and wife
and father and son (Wilsea, 1977}, Howewer, since thal meamng 35 in
eontradiction with what Wilson meant by relation in her other writings.
we should define it more explicitly. Tt would be more approprinte |
think, if we use the concept of relation or social relation to refer (o the
patiern  of behavior abstracted from  the mferactions  between
individuals

Sooial notivity, then, has broader meaning than social relation. It
may include the behaviors! patterns of a particular social category nat
m relatson with other social categories. The actvities of voong bovs
herding thewr cattle. the old men sitting drinlong beer. the women hoeing
thér fields ond =0 forth, are wll socal activities-althouzh cnly one =ool
Calepoty invodved, 1e voung boy, old mon or woman-, since thoses
activities have sooal 'mewnngs’ and social ‘fanctions”. These activitics
¢an also influrnce ther relations to other socal categones: The paint
here o that the apphcation of these concepts depends upon the context
and upon our emphasis. In social ooy we pul more emphasis opon
the beharvicral pattern Gsell, while in social relation our emphasis is
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more upon the poattern of befawior of a secial category towards other
soaiad category, Both social activity and social relation, If we follow
Wilson, could have three aspocts: mtellectual, practical and emotionz)

By giving social relation such meamng we can now see the link
between the model of society a4 a “nctwork of social relations”™ -
meaning a network of bohavioral patterns-of social calegones towards
each other-, and the fact that social change begins with the devition af
an individual's behavior, A deviaton which s then followed by others
will become a new patiern of behavior of a particular social eategory
towards other socinl catepories, and this 1% what Wilson means by social
change

Our meaning of relation has some mmplications. First, on the
concept of seale. To avoid oy confision with the concept of relation i
seade, | would call the relation i a seale a fink Thas, the scale of a
sociely 18 the number of people involved in fintoger (not relatons), and
the itensity of these fmkages. The word 'link' here mives also strooger
impresson of the presence of a jomt or point of contact.

Another implication is that we are then able o understand why
zig-zag chanpe octurred among some individuals in Nyakyusa, It
should be noted here that there were two different phenomena called
rig-zap change by Monica Wilson, First, the chanpe of a given socml
phenomenon, such as the marmisge age of Nyvakvisa girls: the number
af the polveynist, etc. In a certain peripd these phenomena decreased. m
another period they increased, or the other way around (Wilsen, 1976
4021, as Wilson wrote:

“We have tmced nn increase in stock population in
proportinn (o luman pepulation and then s decrease; s
lowering of the marrnge age of both girls und men, then =
raising of the upe pamiculardy for the girls, an bncrease of
polygyoy dunmg the first third of this century and the growth
of large harems, then a4 decline in polygymy. an bncrepse in
the power of chiefs in relation 1o commoners and then o
decrease M (Wilson, 1977 |94,
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The increase and decrease of index of social phenomena 1s what Wilson
meant by "zig-7ag” change

The second meaning of "zg-zag" change 5 the mconsistency
individuals' behavior (Wilsan, 1977; 194). In Nyakyusa it was exactly
the pioneers of changes who then became the obvious resisiers 1o mew
changes, while the individuals who scemed o be conservalive in
necepling new clements became more progressive and quickly picked up
new ideas and new changes.

"Meither heginners' por ‘resisters' were wholly consisient there
wis 8 ‘comparimentalized rebelliousness’ and conformity,
Mwaipopo had been o chief before whites came nnd he appeared
the epitomy of conservatiem. he ndministered iradutional law,
he anended and provided cattbe for traditional ritnals, whether
kinship or conmununal celebrations; he boed, he danced, be
feared 'the breath of men', He was gencrous, urbane, shrewd in
court jodpements. Bul when one looks closcly al the evidence,
his manner of life was oot wholly traditional. He had 41 wives,
and large harems were some-thing new, his beir (son of
Mwaipopo's deceased elder brother) had 'come oul. bt
Swnipopo remnined in power drawing & government salary: he
refused to marry foor sons in their late twentics be-cause, he
said, they were still boys’ who should hoe for him, bul even n
conservative opimdon thought he refused too long. He ssi new
fshions in wenring 2 splendid white toga, and a mnged black
alpacn shawl; he carefully planted an exetic tree to add fo the
dignity ol his homestead: and he agreed o kifling o bull to re-
lease Sakels from & davghier-in-Ew's oblignnon of avoidiance”
(Wilson, 1477 [H),

*The frs generntion of Christinns, the elders of the Chunch
were all ‘beginness, bt in the second mony were more
gonservalive than the foreign missionories, A on¢ Young
German missionary marvely remarked fn 1935 "It 13 mone
Tkt for us than for the carly missionenes, for asioms lave
been established in the church and people womt 1o stick o them
When the firsi missionmries began they lod # cleas sinte®.
Typical of ihe ‘conservative’ elders was Nsangalufu of
Kabembe, a man of perhaps 60 years ofd in 1935 He bnd been
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emploved in building the nilssion station a§ A VEry Young men
and {ad seitied there. He disapproved of edveation for sirks: °I
they learn to write, they will just wrile ketters to lovers™ I
frsisted upon the traditional aulbority of o Dither over his sons.
and the subzervicace of a wife" { Wilssn, E977; 179,

OF the two kinds of zig-zag change, our new meaning of relation can
help us to understand the second.

The individuals’ behavior in the two examples above can be seen
g5 a resuli of the realizations of mdividoals' inferpretancns or
definitions about the sitmations they faced Those patterns of belaviar
were considered inconsistent by Wilson, However, they would not
surprise us if we remember what Mitchefl (1960) sud conceming the
behaviar of the Africans from the country-side when they came 1o Sty
i urban areas,

*This inconsisicncy is possible because all the walues and
belbels in terms of which individuzls imersct in dally activities
fire ol operative uf the sime lime. [odend @ctors operate in
termis of specific values relovant to the way in which they mnd
thedr so-actars have defined the situation. The inconsislencies in
the vahee feamework therelpre . need oot become patest., There
b in fact an element of choice open 1o the individusl conczming
the wity in which he may define the social situntion.,” (Mitchell,
1966 59,

What Monica Wilson found among the Nyakyesa 18 the snme as ‘what
Mitchell had seen in urban Africa.

The situations the Mynkyusa enconntered o 1934 were very
diffierent from the situntioms in 19705, Therr frame of thought. ideas.
values, norms, efc. or their ‘pattern for' behavior they ueed to define the
situations had aleo changed In different situstions, the aliered frame of
thought would automatically produce different patiems of behavior.

Sinee we have put new meaning on the concspt of relation, it
seems lo me that the concept of society may also be revised. Chur
definition of sociery shionld be compatible with cur promise of socil
change and oar view of human behavior. Therefore, we may now defing
society ‘as a group of people of vanous social categories living in &
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particular area who mteract with one ancther and shows certain paterns
of behavior on accommt of the existence of a certain frame of thowsit
emploved 0 mterpret, define the situations or the environment The
important clements  here are the social caterones. patterns of
interaction, and the frame of thought. Based wpon this definition, social
change 13 for us a change thal invelves both the kind and number of
soctal categonies and the behavioral patterns of and between the existing
social categonies. This defimition, [ think, fits nicely with cases of social
change among the Nyakyusa deseribed by Monica Wilson, New social
ategories. such as the Chnstians, the educated, the progressive, the
conservative, arose together with new patterns of bebavior.

1V, Conclusion

In this paper | discuss the theoretical framework developed by
Monica Wilson in her studies of social change. | open the discussian by
sething out her method and her model, followed by & description of her
analysis of socal change among the Nyakyusa. 1l 15 clear here that in
studying socml change Wilson based ber method of study upon her
expenence of studying culture contacts amang the Southeastern Bantu
Howevor, s far as her model is concemed, she evidently did nat wholly
apply her model of society she built up i 1940z

Our discussion demonstrates that there are some shortcommgs in
her théoretscal framework. First, there is no clear definition of relation,
This consequently blurs her model, which further leads to the mingling
of two differcnr phenomena which analytically should be kept separate,
b relation as 2 contact between individuals and relation a8 a pattern of
behavior of pattern for behavior Secondly, there 15 no comnection
between her model and hér premises of social change. This, 1 think, is @
result of the fact that her model is too abstruct. while her premises of
social change are very 'concrete'. Ove of te premises mentions
“individuals”, and in the analysis theso individuals become more
concrete. Conversely, her model of society puls more emphasis on
social categonies, which then creales some problams., as neither the link
betwesn categorics and individusls nor the limkage between human
behavior and the concept of relation was explamed. Morcover, although
Wilson discussed the form and confent of relation m her model, she did
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not mention anything about peeple or mdividuals capable of makng
new inferprotations, of defining many kinds of situations in VITious
ways, ete. The unfavorable mmplication of this i thut thie ‘inconsisiency
of behavier' of individuals cannot be explamed or understood

Considering these wenknesses, | have suggested hore o more
limited and explicit definition of relation which allows us o connect
Wilson's model of socisty with her premises of social change. ln this
gnse | anly 'rearrange’ some of the concspts ahe-cmployed in her stodees
| believe that we still can uge the model of society as nixus of relatian of
we definie relanion as paitern of behanvior of o particular social category
toward another social category. | distinguish this pariern from the
pattern for behavior, which 15 called the structural form of relarion’ by
Wilson, This distinction enables us to under-stand why and how 2ig-zg
change oocurred smong some individuats in Myakyusa Uur concept of
relation is also different from the one Wilson had in her discusskon of
yeale. | prefer w call her rfusion here linkage or dnk, sines this word
can express betier the idea of contsct betwoen two partses.

Despite s wenknesses, Wilson's' mothod and model of socil
change have some unporiant and rofevant points for us, especually o
their metbodelogical aspect For Indanesian social scientists who ane
not accostomed (o using historical resources-such as coloma! archives.
personal letters, personal stones, etc -, or historzms vwho want fo study
particular change but hampered by the lack historical records Wilson's
methodology provides a way of solving such problems, that b 2
comparative study of societies with simtlar culture and social structurs
but experencing different degree of change as they live m different
location with different access to the outside workd Such a strategy may
give the rescarcher somé understandings of how Socicties react o
gimitar cultural penctration, adapt 1o 1t and Gnally change

Secondly, explicitly and with concrete examples Wilsan talked
about the source of change within the socichies, Wilson's explict
discussion also provide us with more specific meaning of social change
and things refated 10 it Wilson's clear views on this really help us in
stodying and understanding social change in the fiskd Her model and
method can help us in our attempt to deiget and trace the course of
change within & particular soceety.




It is clear from our discussion shove that whar Wilson had
discussed seriously many vears ago are the things absent in our
discourse on social change in Indonesia. Eventhough many social
scicntists talk almost evervday about social change, most of them
unfirtunately are never quite explicit about what they mean. [twas such
an implicit thought that had also led ws to our lack of serous
discusgions on problems and metheds of stadyving soclal change,

Our oritical evaluation of Momcs Wilson's theoretical framework
on social change here iz boped 1o arouse new pwareness and serious
discussions on the methods and strategies of desonbing, analysmng,
pnderstonding and explaming one of the most studied phenomencn in
socid science: social change.
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